To all parents/ guardians of Aviation Ground School students,
I’d like to welcome you to this school year and in particular Aviation Ground School. We are very excited about this year and student’s interest in this new course within our Aviation Program. 
As we begin to get further into the curriculum in preparation for taking the FAA Ground, we wanted to take the opportunity to share with you a letter to parents – courtesy of Sporty’s Flight school…
Information for Parents
When your child comes to you and says, “I want to learn to fly,” some parents will be thrilled, knowing that their child is carrying on a family tradition, like his mother or father, grandfather or cousin. Many new pilots, especially young ones, come to flying because a family member or close friend is a pilot.
But for some parents, whose only experience with flying is on an airliner, with no one close to the family, being a pilot may seem like a far-fetched goal. After the initial reaction of “Say what?” you may have difficulty imagining the kid who can’t get up on time for school actually at the controls of an airplane.
We understand your concerns. We’re parents too. So whether what you’re feeling is confusion, disbelief or even fear, we want to assure you that becoming a pilot is one of the wisest choices a teenager could make. Why?
Being a pilot teaches discipline. Being a pilot requires study. Being a pilot enhances a teen’s knowledge of math and science. Being a pilot gives your teen a credential that will make them stand out from the crowd – his or her whole life through – whether in a college application or a job application.
Being a pilot opens a world to your teen of places he or she may never see otherwise. Being a pilot brings your teen in contact with other like-minded individuals – experienced pilots and teenagers alike who are living purposeful, successful lives. Last but not least, being a pilot is fun.
So what happens next? No doubt your child has taken a Young Eagles flight that has piqued this interest. In order to qualify to be a pilot, an individual must pass three tests: a written test, an oral test and a flight test (similar to a road test to get a driver’s license.)
Sporty’s has developed a course of online study to help your teen prepare for learning to fly. Normally, access to this course costs $249, but Sporty’s believes in helping grow the ranks of pilots so the course is offered to Young Eagles participants at no charge.
[bookmark: _GoBack]So, as your teen is studying, what can you do?
· Be supportive. Take this activity seriously and even though you may not share your teen’s enthusiasm, realize that this is a positive element of your teen’s life.
· Locate a mentor. You probably know people who are pilots, or know people who know pilots. Every new pilot needs some encouragement and help.
· Visit www.learntoflyhere.com. Here you will find numerous resources Sporty’s has compiled for individuals interested in or learning to fly. This site contains everything you need to know, from finding a flight school to what it takes to earn a pilot certificate.
· Help your teen find a flight school. There’s no one best flight school, just as there is no one best college. Get involved in the selection process and ask lots of questions.
If you are paying for all or some of the cost of flight training, remember that learning to fly is a pay-as-you-go proposition. You don’t have to pay for all of it upfront. Bear in mind, too, that pilots take pride in having paid their own way.
Being a pilot is a lifelong accomplishment. Unlike a driver’s license, a pilot’s license never expires. Think of the pride you’ll feel if you can look up at an airplane overhead and say, “My daughter (or my son) is flying that airplane.”
I welcome your comments and feedback. Please feel free to contact me at Anthony.Petrucci@beaufort.k12.sc.us
Sincerely,
Anthony Petrucci
Aerospace / Aviation Instructor

